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to one story, Alexandre Dumas fils discovered by
chance the complete file of letters written by
George Sand to Chopin. That was in 1851.
Durnas restored the file to George Sand and saw
her burn the letters after reading them through
again. It is certain that fire destroyed other
valuable letters and relics when, in 1863, the
house of Mme Barcinska, Chopin's youngest
sister, was burnt down. A collection of the letters
written by Chopin was made by Henryk Opienski,
and these have been translated into English by
Mrs. Voynich. Her task was made more than
ordinarily difficult by the fact that Chopin some-
times wrote in a French-Polish idiom; other
letters, which were originally written in French,
make their way into English by way of Polish;
and again, some of the early letters were found in
a schoolboy jargon of French, German and Latin,
transliterated into Polish.

After his return to Paris in 1849, Chopin still
had strength enough to communicate with his
friends, but for little else. He was compelled to
give up his lessons, and with them a good part of
his income. He had never given very much at-
tention to the state of his finances, and at this
time would have been in great distress had not
Miss Stirling heard of his condition and sent him
money. He was helped, too, in the renting of a
new and splendid apartment. At the beginning
of the summer he left the Square d'Orleans and
took second-floor rooms in the Rue de Chaillot
whence he could look upon a panorama of Paris.